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[In the following, a translation by the New York Times (03/24/88) appears of the text of the ceasefire agreement signed in Sapoa, Nicaragua, on the evening of March 23.] The Constitutional
Government of Nicaragua and the Nicaraguan Resistance, meeting in Sapoa, Nicaragua on
March 21, 22 and 23 with the aim of contributing to national reconciliation in the framework of the
Esquipulas II Accord, and in the presence of witnesses His Eminence Miguel Cardinal Obando y
Bravo, president of the Nicaraguan Episcopal Conference, and His Excellency Ambassador Joao
Clemente Baena Soares, Secretary General of the Organization of American States, have reached
the following agreement. 1. To halt military operations in the entire national territory for a period
of 60 days beginning on April 1 of this year, during which an integral process of negotiation will
be carried out for a definitive cease-fire to end the war, to be carried out effectively together with
the other commitments contained in the Esquipulas II Accord. Both parties agree to meet at the
highest level in Managua next April 6, to continue negotiations for a definitive cease-fire. 2. During
the first 15 days, the Resistance forces will locate themselves in zones, whose location, size and
modus operandi will be mutually accorded through special commissions at a meeting in Sapoa
to begin Monday, March 28. 3. The government of Nicaragua will decree a general amnesty for
those tried and convicted for violation of the public security law, and for members of the army of
the previous regime for crimes committed before July 19, 1979. In the case of the first group, the
amnesty will be gradual. Taking into account the religious sentiments of the Nicaraguan people
on the occasion of Holy Week, on Palm Sunday the first 100 prisoners will be freed. The other 50
percent will be freed at a date following the signing of a definitive cease-fire, which will be agreed
at the meeting in Managua on April 6. In the case of the prisoners mentioned in the final part of the
first paragraph of this numeral, their release will begin at the moment of signing a definitive ceasefire, following judgment by the Inter-American Human Rights Commission of the Organization of
American States. The Secretary General of the Organization of American States shall be guarantor
and depository for the compliance of this amnesty. 4. With the aim of guaranteeing food and
basic supplies for the irregular forces, exclusively humanitarian aid channeled through neutral
organizations may be solicited in conformity with Numeral 5 of the Esquipulas II Accord. 5. The
Government of Nicaragua will guarantee unrestricted freedom of expression, as contemplated in the
Esquipulas II Accord. 6. Once the Resistance forces are concentrated in the mutually agreed zones,
they will send to the national dialogue as many representatives as they have constituent political
groups, up to a maximum of eight. In the national dialogue, the matter of military service will be
taken up, among others. 7. It is guaranteed that all those who have left the country for political or
any other reasons may return to Nicaragua and incorporate themselves into political, economic
and social processes without any conditions beyond those established by the laws of the Republic.
They will not be tried, punished or persecuted for the political-military acts they have carried out.
8. The government of Nicaragua pledges that people who return to peaceful life will be able to
participate with equal conditions and guarantees in the election for Central American parliament,
in municipal election on the date they are held, and in national elections on the dates established
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by the political constitution. 9. To verify compliance with this agreement, a verification commission
will be created, made up of the president of the Nicaraguan Episcopal Conference, His Excellency
Miguel Cardinal Obando y Bravo, and the Secretary General of the organization of American States,
His Excellency Joao Clemente Baena Soares. The technical assistance and services necessary to allow
the expeditious functioning of this commission will be sought from and entrusted to the Secretary
General of the Organization of American States. TRANSITORY Both parties agree to prolong until
April 1 of this year the halt to offensive military operations that was agreed by both parties on
March 21. With faith in the above, those who sign below accept this agreement in four copies of
the same original, in Sapoa, Rivas, Nicaragua, on March 23, 1988. FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF
NICARAGUA, General of the Army Humberto Ortega Saavedra, Minister of Defense. Hans-Jurgen
Wischnewski, adviser; Paul Reichler, adviser. FOR THE NICARAGUAN RESISTANCE, Dr. Adolfo
Calero Portocarrero, director; engineer Alfredo Cesar Aguirre, director; Dr. Arostodes Sanchez
Herdocia, director. Cease-Fire Commission of the Nicaraguan Resistance: Jaime Morales Carazo,
chief negotiator; engineer Roberto Urroz Castillo; Dr. Fernando Aguero Rocha; Walter Calderon
Lopez (Commandante Tono); Diogenes Hernandez Membreno (Comandante Fernando); Arturo
Salazar Barberena (Comandante Omar); Osorno Coleman (Comandante Blas); Adm. Ramon Emilio
Jimenez, adviser. WITNESSES: Miguel Cardinal Obando y Bravo, Ambassador Joao Clemente Baena
Soares.

-- End --
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